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of the city of Villahermosa on October
31, there were more than 60 helicopters
ready to carry out nonstop rescue and
relief missions. President Calderon and
half his cabinet were on the ground,
giving televised updates on everything
from how to use satellite phones in
shelters to the drop points of millions
of bottles of water. The President’s re-
action is most impressive, and I take
this opportunity here on the House
floor to applaud this leader’s efforts.

Mr. Speaker, this resolution ex-
presses the empathy of the United
States House of Representatives during
this time and pledges our continued as-
sistance. We applaud the prompt hu-
manitarian response of the Mexican
government, international organiza-
tions, and relief bodies. We must con-
tinue to support these efforts as long
as they are necessary.

In this resolution, it is resolved that
the House of Representatives urge the
U.S. Government to immediately make
available all possible assistance to
Mexican authorities and reaffirms its
commitment to provide relief aid to
the victims as the effects of the flood-
ing continue to unfold.

I urge my colleagues to support this
resolution, and I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself as much time as I may con-
sume.

I stand to join my colleague, my good
friend from American Samoa, today to
express my sincere sympathy and sup-
port for those who have suffered as a
result of the recent torrential storms
in southern Mexico. The damage has
been devastating. It is reported that as
many as 1 million people have been af-
fected by the flooding, with the homes
of an estimated 500,000 people being de-
stroyed or damaged. The Governor of
the State of Tabasco has stated that
100 percent of the State’s crops have
been lost and 80 percent of his state is
underwater. What a shame.

Sadly, with more than 300,000 people
reported trapped inside their homes or
on rooftops and additional downpour
predicted, it is still too early to quan-
tify the total destruction wrought by
these unrelenting rains. Just over 2
months ago, Mexico was ravaged by
Hurricanes Dean and Henriette. Now
what President Calderon has character-
ized, and I quote, one of the worst nat-
ural disasters in the history of Mexico
has followed.

I am awed by the perseverance of our
friends in Mexico and commend the
courage they continue to demonstrate
in their efforts to overcome the dam-
age of these storms. Furthermore, I ad-
mire the contributions made by relief
organizations and private citizens from
around the world to assist in the after-
math. My prayers are with the families
and friends of those harmed by the per-
ils of this storm.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
it is my pleasure to yield 10 minutes to
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the distinguished gentlewoman from
California (Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ).

Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. I want to thank the gentleman
for graciously yielding me so much
time. I would also like to thank the
distinguished chairman of the House
Committee on Foreign Affairs, Con-
gressman ToM LANTOS, and the distin-
guished ranking member, Ileana Ros-
Lehtinen, for supporting this impor-
tant resolution that I am offering
today.

The U.S. has had its share of natural
disasters recently, from Hurricanes
Katrina and Rita in 2005 to this year’s
southern California wildfires, some of
which are still burning as I speak. As
we have learned, it is difficult even for
the United States, one of the wealthi-
est nations in the world, to adequately
care for our victims and rebuild our
communities once we have experienced
one of these natural disasters.

In both of those disasters, our neigh-
bor was there to help us with emer-
gency relief units and firefighters. Now
Mexico faces the challenge of a dev-
astating natural disaster within its
own borders.

This resolution recognizes the plight
of our Mexican neighbors and expresses
our desire and commitment to support
Mexico during one of the worst natural
disasters in its history, a disaster
which the country’s President has de-
scribed as one of the worst not only be-
cause of the size of the area affected
but because of the number of people af-
fected.

As many Americans already know, a
series of storms brought torrential
rainfall to southern Mexico, especially
the States of Tabasco and Chiapas,
causing various rivers to overflow their
banks.

At least half a million people’s
homes have been damaged or destroyed
and perhaps double that number are
without utilities or cut off from trans-
portation routes.

In the State of Tabasco, as was al-
ready mentioned, 100 percent of the ag-
ricultural crops have been lost and 80
percent of the state is underwater. It’s
incredible.

Truly, this is a disaster of epic pro-
portions. In this agricultural area,
even those who were able to stay safe
during the storm will face many chal-
lenges in the weeks ahead. Having lost
their crops, which for many are their
sole source of income, surviving and
keeping their families fed and intact
will be difficult.

In addition to picking up the pieces
of their lives after losing their homes
and crops and everything that they
owned, the flood survivors face in-
creased threats from diseases like ma-
laria, dengue fever and cholera.

As a good neighbor, it is imperative
that we do all that we can to help Mex-
ico ensure that the flood victims can
indeed get back on their feet. It is the
least we can do for a neighbor who did
what it could to help us in our times of
need when we experienced natural dis-
asters.
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I also want to take a moment to
commend and comment on Mexican
President Felipe Calderon for leading
his country’s rapid response to this
devastation and for the work that he
did before the rains fell to avert an
even greater catastrophe. The Presi-
dent’s swift reaction avoided even
greater disaster, and I applaud his ef-
forts. They really were impressive.

This resolution today expresses the
sympathy of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives during this time and
pledges our continued assistance. We
want to acknowledge the prompt hu-
manitarian response that has come
from many quarters, not just the Mexi-
can Government but international or-
ganizations and relief bodies. We must
continue to support these efforts as
long as they are necessary.

I urge my colleagues not only to sup-
port this resolution but to work to-
gether to ensure that its goals are real-
ized. I urge us to continue to work in a
bi-partisan manner to address this hu-
manitarian crisis. We must not just
speak of our good intentions; we must
act on them. We must immediately
make assistance available to Mexican
authorities so that Mexico can con-
tinue to provide relief aid to the vic-
tims as the effects of the flooding con-
tinue to unfold.

I strongly encourage my colleagues
to support this resolution.
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Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I commend the gentlewoman for her
most eloquent remarks before the floor
of this House and, again, I want to urge
my colleagues to support this resolu-
tion.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from American Samoa
(Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA) that the House
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution, H. Res. 812, as amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

——————

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Ms. Evans, one
of his secretaries.
———
SUPPORT FOR THE MUSEUM OF
THE HISTORY OF POLISH JEWS
ACT OF 2007

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I move to suspend the rules and pass
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